
 
 

 
Student design talent shines through auto industry gloom 

Coventry student wins top prize in global awards ceremony  
 
Frankfurt, 16 September 2009:  The automotive design community celebrated the 
industry’s top future designers at a glamorous awards ceremony during the 
Frankfurt motor show this evening. An alpine sports vehicle from Coventry 
University student Philip Woodman was selected as the best overall in this 
year’s Interior Motives Design Awards. 
 
Woodman’s concept vehicle made a huge impression on the expert judging 
panel. Design chief for auto interiors at GM Europe, John Puskar, described it 
as a "beautiful use of form vocabulary”, while Wally Yachts design director, 
Adriana Monk, formerly with Jaguar, identified its "elegant, modern, precise 
interior with an overall harmony". 
 
Hundreds of students from dozens of design schools submitted entries to the 
Awards competition, now in its seventh year. The finalists for each of the eight 
specific awards categories assembled in Frankfurt’s renowned Cocoon Club, 
and included students at colleges in Canada, China, Slovakia, South Korea, 
Spain, Sweden, the UK and USA. 
 
Top designers from around the world gathered to see the ideas that will go 
into the cars we will be driving in the future. Hosting the Awards ceremony, 
legendary designer Peter Stevens (Maclaren F1 road car and Lotus Elan 
among others) said:   
 
“To my great pleasure the work on show tonight challenges the ‘grey hairs’ of 
the industry and fills me with optimistic delight. Charm and wit, combined with 
responsibility and sensitivity to our world, is a theme that runs throughout the 
talented class of 2009.” 
 
Themed 'sustainable and clever', the competition this year challenged 
students to design cars against briefs which included China’s discerning 
youth, the world of financial and ecological stress, and the use of personal 
technologies. 
 
The students were judged by a roster of the world’s most influential designers: 
Alfonso Albaisa, vice president of design for Nissan Europe; Dr Mike Ma, 
design director at Geely; Adriana Monk, design director for Wally Yachts; 
John Puskar, director of interior design for GM Europe; Wolfgang Muller-
Pietralla, head of future affairs for Volkswagen; Ralph Gilles, senior vice 
president of design at Chrysler; Flavio Manzoni, director of creative design for 
Volkswagen; Frank Stephenson, design director at McLaren; and Michael 
Warsaw, vice president design for major supplier Johnson Controls.  



 
Commenting on the global significance of design in the automotive world, 
Warsaw noted the creative roots of the latest concept from Johnson Controls: 
”The overall theme was developed in South Korea, the seats in Germany, and 
the final build in Michigan with another team in Shanghai,” he said. 
 
“Design is now recognised as a key reason to purchase,” added Michael 
Mauer, design director of Porsche, which used the Shanghai 09 motor show 
for the global launch of the new Panamera.  
 
Sponsors of the Interior Motives Design Awards 2009  are Johnson Controls 
as premier, gold sponsors Autodesk, Retro Concept, Semcon, Stile Bertone, 
Technicon Design and Volkswagen, and silver sponsors Design Consulting 
and Futura Design.   
 
• The Frankfurt ceremony also saw the launch of the first China Design 

Awards student competition, which will climax with a prize-giving 
ceremony at the Beijing Auto Show in April 2010.   
 
Open only to students within Chinese colleges, the China Design Awards 
come from Car Design News, the leading web resource for professional 
auto designers and parent of Interior Motives magazine.  
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Notes to Editors: 

Contacts: 

Julia King, Marketing Manager: Julia.king@ultimamedia.com  +44 208 987 0902  

Euan Sey, Editor-in-Chief, Car Design News, and Chairman of the Awards judging panel 
euan.sey@ultimamedia.com    

Abel Sampson, Awards Director: abel.sampson@ultimamedia.com  

Awards website is www.interiormotivesawards.com 

Car Design News, Interior Motives and the Interior Motives Awards are activities from Ultima 
Media Ltd, a provider of information and media in print, online and at events which are 
dedicated to the global business-to-business automotive sector. www.ultimamedia.com 
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List of winners 

 
 
Student Designer of the Year (sponsor: Johnson Controls)  
and 
Best Conceptual Interior (sponsor: Technicon)   
Philip Woodman, Coventry University, UK 
      
Best Safety Innovation (sponsor Johnson Controls) 
Martin Willers, Anton Östebo and Richard Stark, Umea Institute of Design, Sweden 
 
Best Eco Design (sponsor: Retroconcept) 
David Seesing, Miika Heikkinen, Mårten Wallgren, Royal College of Art, UK 
 
Best Use of Technology (sponsor:  Volkswagen) 
and 
Best Innovation (sponsor:  Volkswagen) 
Yoon Jin Choi, Bon Kyung Hwan and Jung Han, Chung-Ang University, South Korea 
 
Best Lifestyle Interior (sponsor: Stile Bertone) 
Brian Peterson, Cleveland Institute of Art, USA 
 
Best Production Interior (sponsor: Semcon) 
Eduardo Javier Povarchik, 9Zeros School of Animation, Spain 
 
Best Conceptual Exterior (sponsor: Autodesk) 
Bob Romkes, Royal College of Art, UK 
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